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a German, and an Englishman; although there is no room
for doubt that the principal merit belongs to the first. These
are nearly all the greatest discoveries of our times. It is
the same with the inventions. It may not be surprising
that the telegraph should have been independently made by
several inventors, because it was an easy corollary from
scientific facts well made out before. But it was not so
with the telephone and other inventions. Ether, the first
anæsthetic, was introduced independently by three different
New England physicians. Now ether had been a common
article for a century. It had been in one of the pharmacopœias
three centuries before. It is quite incredible that
its anæsthetic property should not have been known; it
was known. It had probably passed from mouth to ear
as a secret from the days of Basil Valentine; but for long
it had been a secret of the Punchinello kind. In New
England, for many years, boys had used it for amusement.
Why then had it not been put to its serious use? No reason
can be given, except that the motive to do so was not strong
enough. The motives to doing so could only have been
desire for gain and philanthropy. About 1846, the date of
the introduction, philanthropy was undoubtedly in an unusually
active condition. That sensibility, or sentimentalism,
which had been introduced in the previous century,
had undergone a ripening process, in consequence of which,
though now less intense than it had previously been, it was
more likely to influence unreflecting people than it had ever
been. All three of the ether-claimants had probably been
influenced by the desire for gain; but nevertheless they were
certainly not insensible to the agapic influences.
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