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developed form which the method takes, for it is clear that
another man might find Kepler's [earlier] theory, that the
celestial spheres are proportional to the inscribed and circumscribed
spheres of the different regular solids, more
agreeable to his reason. But the shock of opinions will soon
lead men to rest on preferences of a far more universal
nature. Take, for example, the doctrine that man only
acts selfishly—that is, from the consideration that acting
in one way will afford him more pleasure than acting in
another. This rests on no fact in the world, but it has had
a wide acceptance as being the only reasonable theory.

This method is far more intellectual and respectable
from the point of view of reason than either of the others
which we have noticed. But its failure has been the most
manifest. It makes of inquiry something similar to the
development of taste; but taste, unfortunately, is always
more or less a matter of fashion, and accordingly, meta-*physicians
have never come to any fixed agreement, but
the pendulum has swung backward and forward between
a more material and a more spiritual philosophy, from the
earliest times to the latest. And so from this, which has
been called the a priori method, we are driven, in Lord
Bacon's phrase, to a true induction. We have examined
into this a priori method as something which promised to
deliver our opinions from their accidental and capricious
element. But development, while it is a process which
eliminates the effect of some casual circumstances, only
magnifies that of others. This method, therefore, does not
differ in a very essential way from that of authority. The
government may not have lifted its finger to influence my
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