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convictions; I may have been left outwardly quite free to
choose, we will say, between monogamy and polygamy,
and appealing to my conscience only, I may have concluded
that the latter practice is in itself licentious. But when I
come to see that the chief obstacle to the spread of Christianity
among a people of as high culture as the Hindoos
has been a conviction of the immorality of our way of
treating women, I cannot help seeing that, though governments
do not interfere, sentiments in their development
will be very greatly determined by accidental causes. Now,
there are some people, among whom I must suppose that
my reader is to be found, who, when they see that any belief
of theirs is determined by any circumstance extraneous
to the facts, will from that moment not merely admit in
words that that belief is doubtful, but will experience a real
doubt of it, so that it ceases to be a belief.

To satisfy our doubts, therefore, it is necessary that a
method should be found by which our beliefs may be caused
by nothing human, but by some external permanency—by
something upon which our thinking has no effect. Some
mystics imagine that they have such a method in a private
inspiration from on high. But that is only a form of the
method of tenacity, in which the conception of truth as
something public is not yet developed. Our external permanency
would not be external, in our sense, if it was restricted
in its influence to one individual. It must be something
which affects, or might affect, every man. And,
though these affections are necessarily as various as are
individual conditions, yet the method must be such that
the ultimate conclusion of every man shall be the same.
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