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Such is the method of science. Its fundamental hypothesis,
restated in more familiar language, is this: There are real
things, whose characters are entirely independent of our
opinions about them; whose realities affect our senses according
to regular laws, and, though our sensations are
as different as our relations to the objects, yet, by taking
advantage of the laws of perception, we can ascertain by
reasoning how things really are, and any man, if he have sufficient
experience and reason enough about it, will be led to
the one true conclusion. The new conception here involved
is that of reality. It may be asked how I know that there
are any realities. If this hypothesis is the sole support of
my method of inquiry, my method of inquiry must not be
used to support my hypothesis. The reply is this: 1. If
investigation cannot be regarded as proving that there are
real things, it at least does not lead to a contrary conclusion;
but the method and the conception on which it is
based remain ever in harmony. No doubts of the method,
therefore, necessarily arise from its practice, as is the case
with all the others. 2. The feeling which gives rise to any
method of fixing belief is a dissatisfaction at two repugnant
propositions. But here already is a vague concession that
there is some one thing to which a proposition should conform.
Nobody, therefore, can really doubt that there are
realities, or, if he did, doubt would not be a source of dissatisfaction.
The hypothesis, therefore, is one which every
mind admits. So that the social impulse does not cause
me to doubt it. 3. Everybody uses the scientific method
about a great many things, and only ceases to use it when
he does not know how to apply it. 4. Experience of the
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