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method has not led me to doubt it, but, on the contrary,
scientific investigation has had the most wonderful triumphs
in the way of settling opinion. These afford the explanation
of my not doubting the method or the hypothesis which
it supposes; and not having any doubt, nor believing that
anybody else whom I could influence has, it would be the
merest babble for me to say more about it. If there be
anybody with a living doubt upon the subject, let him
consider it.

To describe the method of scientific investigation is the
object of this series of papers. At present I have only room
to notice some points of contrast between it and other
methods of fixing belief.

This is the only one of the four methods which presents
any distinction of a right and a wrong way. If I adopt the
method of tenacity and shut myself out from all influences,
whatever I think necessary to doing this is necessary according
to that method. So with the method of authority: the
state may try to put down heresy by means which, from a
scientific point of view, seems very ill-calculated to accomplish
its purposes; but the only test on that method is
what the state thinks, so that it cannot pursue the method
wrongly. So with the a priori method. The very essence of
it is to think as one is inclined to think. All metaphysicians
will be sure to do that, however they may be inclined to
judge each other to be perversely wrong. The Hegelian
system recognizes every natural tendency of thought as
logical, although it is certain to be abolished by counter-*tendencies.
Hegel thinks there is a regular system in the
succession of these tendencies, in consequence of which,
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