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of any belief from a fear that it may turn out rotten is
quite as immoral as it is disadvantageous. The person who
confesses that there is such a thing as truth, which is distinguished
from falsehood simply by this, that if acted on
it will carry us to the point we aim at and not astray, and
then though convinced of this, dares not know the truth
and seeks to avoid it, is in a sorry state of mind, indeed.

Yes, the other methods do have their merits: a clear
logical conscience does cost something—just as any virtue,
just as all that we cherish, costs us dear. But, we should
not desire it to be otherwise. The genius of a man's logical
method should be loved and reverenced as his bride, whom
he has chosen from all the world. He need not condemn
the others; on the contrary, he may honor them deeply,
and in doing so he only honors her the more. But she is
the one that he has chosen, and he knows that he was right
in making that choice. And having made it, he will work
and fight for her, and will not complain that there are blows
to take, hoping that there may be as many and as hard to
give, and will strive to be the worthy knight and champion
of her from the blaze of whose splendors he draws his
inspiration and his courage.
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