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can dismiss reason, although we know how it must turn out
at last.

Such are the advantages which the other methods of
settling opinions have over scientific investigation. A man
should consider well of them; and then he should consider
that, after all, he wishes his opinions to coincide with the
fact, and that there is no reason why the results of these
three methods should do so. To bring about this effect is the
prerogative of the method of science. Upon such considerations
he has to make his choice—a choice which is far
more than the adoption of any intellectual opinion, which
is one of the ruling decisions of his life, to which when once
made he is bound to adhere. The force of habit will sometimes
cause a man to hold on to old beliefs, after he is in
a condition to see that they have no sound basis. But reflection
upon the state of the case will overcome these
habits, and he ought to allow reflection full weight. People
sometimes shrink from doing this, having an idea that beliefs
are wholesome which they cannot help feeling rest on
nothing. But let such persons suppose an analogous though
different case from their own. Let them ask themselves
what they would say to a reformed Mussulman who should
hesitate to give up his old notions in regard to the relations
of the sexes; or to a reformed Catholic who should still
shrink from the Bible. Would they not say that these
persons ought to consider the matter fully, and clearly
understand the new doctrine, and then ought to embrace it
in its entirety? But, above all, let it be considered that
what is more wholesome than any particular belief, is integrity
of belief; and that to avoid looking into the support
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