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	formity of opinion will be secured by a moral terrorism to

which the respectability of society will give its thorough
approval. Following the method of authority is the path
of peace. Certain non-conformities are permitted; certain
others (considered unsafe) are forbidden. These are different
in different countries and in different ages; but,
wherever you are let it be known that you seriously hold
a tabooed belief, and you may be perfectly sure of being
treated with a cruelty no less brutal but more refined than
hunting you like a wolf. Thus, the greatest intellectual
benefactors of mankind have never dared, and dare not
now, to utter the whole of their thought; and thus a shade
of prima facie doubt is cast upon every proposition which
is considered essential to the security of society. Singularly
enough, the persecution does not all come from without;
but a man torments himself and is oftentimes most
distressed at finding himself believing propositions which
he has been brought up to regard with aversion. The
peaceful and sympathetic man will, therefore, find it hard
to resist the temptation to submit his opinions to authority.
But most of all I admire the method of tenacity for its
strength, simplicity, and directness. Men who pursue it
are distinguished for their decision of character, which becomes
very easy with such a mental rule. They do not
waste time in trying to make up their minds to what they
want, but, fastening like lightning upon whatever alternative
comes first, they hold to it to the end, whatever
happens, without an instant's irresolution. This is one of
the splendid qualities which generally accompany brilliant,
unlasting success. It is impossible not to envy the man who
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