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like this: I have done something of which I am ashamed;
could I, by an effort of the will, have resisted the temptation,
and done otherwise? The philosophical reply is, that
this is not a question of fact, but only of the arrangement
of facts. Arranging them so as to exhibit what is particularly
pertinent to my question—namely, that I ought
to blame myself for having done wrong—it is perfectly
true to say that, if I had willed to do otherwise than I did,
I should have done otherwise. On the other hand, arranging
the facts so as to exhibit another important consideration,
it is equally true that, when a temptation has once
been allowed to work, it will, if it has a certain force, produce
its effect, let me struggle how I may. There is no
objection to a contradiction in what would result from a
false supposition. The reductio ad absurdum consists in
showing that contradictory results would follow from a
hypothesis which is consequently judged to be false. Many
questions are involved in the free-will discussion, and I am
far from desiring to say that both sides are equally right.
On the contrary, I am of opinion that one side denies important
facts, and that the other does not. But what I do
say is, that the above single question was the origin of the
whole doubt; that, had it not been for this question, the
controversy would never have arisen; and that this question
is perfectly solved in the manner which I have indicated.

Let us next seek a clear idea of Weight. This is another
very easy case. To say that a body is heavy means simply
that, in the absence of opposing force, it will fall. This
(neglecting certain specifications of how it will fall, etc.,
which exist in the mind of the physicist who uses the word)
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