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excite emerge into consciousness in the form of beliefs.
The question, therefore, is, how is true belief (or belief in
the real) distinguished from false belief (or belief in fiction).
Now, as we have seen in the former paper, the
ideas of truth and falsehood, in their full development,
appertain exclusively to the scientific method of settling
opinion. A person who arbitrarily chooses the propositions
which he will adopt can use the word truth only to emphasize
the expression of his determination to hold on to his
choice. Of course, the method of tenacity never prevailed
exclusively; reason is too natural to men for that. But in
the literature of the dark ages we find some fine examples
of it. When Scotus Erigena is commenting upon a poetical
passage in which hellebore is spoken of as having caused
the death of Socrates, he does not hesitate to inform the
inquiring reader that Helleborus and Socrates were two
eminent Greek philosophers, and that the latter having been
overcome in argument by the former took the matter to
heart and died of it! What sort of an idea of truth could
a man have who could adopt and teach, without the qualification
of a perhaps, an opinion taken so entirely at random?
The real spirit of Socrates, who I hope would have
been delighted to have been "overcome in argument," because
he would have learned something by it, is in curious
contrast with the naïve idea of the glossist, for whom discussion
would seem to have been simply a struggle. When
philosophy began to awake from its long slumber, and
before theology completely dominated it, the practice seems
to have been for each professor to seize upon any philosophical
position he found unoccupied and which seemed a
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