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strong one, to intrench himself in it, and to sally forth from
time to time to give battle to the others. Thus, even the
scanty records we possess of those disputes enable us to
make out a dozen or more opinions held by different teachers
at one time concerning the question of nominalism and
realism. Read the opening part of the Historia Calamitatum
of Abelard, who was certainly as philosophical as
any of his contemporaries, and see the spirit of combat
which it breathes. For him, the truth is simply his particular
stronghold. When the method of authority prevailed,
the truth meant little more than the Catholic faith.
All the efforts of the scholastic doctors are directed toward
harmonizing their faith in Aristotle and their faith in the
Church, and one may search their ponderous folios through
without finding an argument which goes any further. It is
noticeable that where different faiths flourish side by side,
renegades are looked upon with contempt even by the party
whose belief they adopt; so completely has the idea of
loyalty replaced that of truth-seeking. Since the time of
Descartes, the defect in the conception of truth has been
less apparent. Still, it will sometimes strike a scientific
man that the philosophers have been less intent on finding
out what the facts are, than on inquiring what belief is
most in harmony with their system. It is hard to convince
a follower of the a priori method by adducing facts; but
show him that an opinion he is defending is inconsistent
with what he has laid down elsewhere, and he will be very
apt to retract it. These minds do not seem to believe that
disputation is ever to cease; they seem to think that the
opinion which is natural for one man is not so for another,











[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Chance,_love,_and_logic_-_philosophical_essays_(IA_chancelovelogicp00peir_0).pdf/97&oldid=11099839"


				
			

			
			

		
		
		  
  	
  		 
 
  		
  				Last edited on 19 March 2021, at 16:16
  		
  		 
 
  	

  
	
			
			
	    Languages

	    
	        

	        

	        This page is not available in other languages.

	    
	
	[image: Wikisource]



				 This page was last edited on 19 March 2021, at 16:16.
	Content is available under CC BY-SA 4.0 unless otherwise noted.



				Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Terms of Use
	Desktop



			

		
			








