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and that belief will, consequently, never be settled. In
contenting themselves with fixing their own opinions by a
method which would lead another man to a different result,
they betray their feeble hold of the conception of what
truth is.

On the other hand, all the followers of science are fully
persuaded that the processes of investigation, if only pushed
far enough, will give one certain solution to every question
to which they can be applied. One man may investigate
the velocity of light by studying the transits of Venus and
the aberration of the stars; another by the oppositions of
Mars and the eclipses of Jupiter's satellites; a third by the
method of Fizeau; a fourth by that of Foucault; a fifth
by the motions of the curves of Lissajoux; a sixth, a seventh,
an eighth, and a ninth, may follow the different methods
of comparing the measures of statical and dynamical electricity.
They may at first obtain different results, but,
as each perfects his method and his processes, the results
will move steadily together toward a destined center. So
with all scientific research. Different minds may set out
with the most antagonistic views, but the progress of investigation
carries them by a force outside of themselves
to one and the same conclusion. This activity of thought
by which we are carried, not where we wish, but to a fore-*ordained
goal, is like the operation of destiny. No modification
of the point of view taken, no selection of other
facts for study, no natural bent of mind even, can enable
a man to escape the predestinate opinion. This great law
is embodied in the conception of truth and reality. The
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