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Editor's Preface to the Fourth German Edition.



their own hands. Surely, at such a moment, the voice ought to be heard of a man whose whole theory is the result of a life-long study of the economic history and condition of England, and whom that study led to the conclusion that, at least in Europe, England is the only country where the inevitable social revolution might be effected entirely by peaceful and legal means. He certainly never forgot to add that he hardly expected the English ruling classes to submit, without a "pro-slavery rebellion," to this peaceful and legal revolution.



FREDERICK ENGELS.

November 5, 1886.


 


editor's preface to the fourth german edition.




The fourth edition of this work required of me a revision, which should give to the text and foot notes their final form, so far as possible. The following brief hints will indicate the way in which I performed this task.

After referring once more to the French edition and to the manuscript notes of Marx, I transferred a few additional passages from the French to the German text.[1]
I have also placed the long foot note concerning the mine workers, on pages 461-67, into the text, just as had already been done in the French and English editions. Other small changes are merely of a technical nature.

Furthermore I added a few explanatory notes, especially in places where changed historical conditions seemed to require it. All these additional notes are placed between brackets and marked with my initials.[2]




	↑ These were inserted by me in the English text of the Swan Sonnenschein edition, and will be found on pages 539, 640–644, 687-689, and 692 of this American edition.—E. U.

	↑ These were ten new notes, which I inserted in the respective places of the Swan Sonnenschein edition.—E. U.
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