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Capitalist Production.



and merely aggregated to it.[1] This division of labour is purely technical.

To work at a machine, the workman should be taught from
childhood, in order that he may learn to adapt his own 
movements to the uniform and unceasing motion of an automaton,
When the machinery, as a whole, forms a system of manifold
machines, working simultaneously and in concert, the co-operation 
based upon it, requires the distribution of various groups
of workmen among the different kinds of machines. But the
employment of machinery does away with the necessity of
crystallizing this distribution after the manner of Manufacture, 
by the constant annexation of a particular man to a 
particular function.[2] Since the motion of the whole system does
not proceed from the workman, but from the machinery, a
change of persons can take place at any time without an 
interruption of the work. The most striking proof of this is
afforded by the relays system, put into operation by the 
manufacturers during their revolt from 1848-1850. Lastly, the
quickness with which machine work is learnt by young people,
does away with the necessity of bringing up for exclusive 
employment by machinery, a special class of operatives.[3] With


	↑ It looks very like intentional misleading by statistics (which misleading it would be possible to prove in detail in other cases too), when the English factory legislation excludes from its operation the class of labourers last mentioned in the text, while the parliamentary returns expressly include in the category of factory operatives, not only engineers, mechanics, &c., but also managers, salesmen, messengers, warehousemen,  packers, &c., in short everybody, except the owner of the factory himself.

	↑ Ure grants this. He says, “in case of need,” the workmen can be moved at the will of the manager from one machine to another, and he triumphantly exclaims: “Such a change is in flat contradiction with the old routine, that divides the labour, and to one workman assigns the task of fashioning the head of a needle, to another the sharpening of the point.” He had much better have asked himself, why this “old routine” is departed from in the automatic factory, only “‘in case of need.” 

	↑ When distress is very great, as, for instance, during the American civil war, the factory operative is now and then set by the Bourgeois to do the roughest of work, such as road-making, &c. The English “ateliers nationaux” of 1862 and the following years, established for the benefit of the destitute cotton operatives, differ from the French of 1848 in this, that in the latter the workmen had to do unproductive work at the expense of the state, in the former they had to do productive municipal work to the advantage of the bourgeois, and that, too, cheaper than the regular workmen, with whom they were thus thrown into competition. “The physical appearance of the cotton operatives is unquestionably improved. This I attribute … as to the men, to outdoor labour on public works.” (“Rep. of Insp. of Fact.,” 31st Oct., 1865, p. 59.) The writer here alludes to the Preston factory operatives, who were employed on Preston Moor.
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