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Genesis of the Industrial Capitalist.
825


The English East India Company, as is well known, 
obtained, besides the political rule in India, the exclusive 
monopoly of the tea-trade, as well as of the Chinese trade in general,
and of the transport of goods to and from Europe. But the
coasting trade of India and between the islands, as well as the
internal trade of India, were the monopoly of the higher 
employés of the company. The monopolies of salt, opium, betel
and other commodities, were inexhaustible mines of wealth.
The employés themselves fixed the price and plundered at will
the unhappy Hindus. The Governor-General took part in this
private traffic. His favourite received contracts under 
conditions whereby they, cleverer than the alchemists, made gold
out of nothing. Great fortunes sprang up like mushrooms in
a day; primitive accumulation went on without the advance
of a shilling. The trial of Warren Hastings swarms with such
cases. Here is an instance. A contract for opium was given
to a certain Sullivan at the moment of his departure on an
official mission to a part of India far removed from the opium
district. Sullivan sold his contract to one Binn for £40,000;
Binn sold it the same day for £60,000, and the ultimate 
purchaser who carried out the contract declared that after all he
realised an enormous gain. According to one of the lists laid
before Parliament, the Company and its employés from 1757-1766 
got £6,000,000 from the Indians as gifts. Between 1769
and 1770, the English manufactured a famine by buying up
all the rice and refusing to sell it again, except at fabulous
prices.[1]
The treatment of the aborigines was, naturally, most frightful 
in plantation-colonies destined for export trade only, such
as the West Indies, and in rich and well-populated countries,
such as Mexico and India, that were given over to plunder.
But even in the colonies properly so-called, the Christian
character of primitive accumulation did not belie itself. Those
sober virtuosi of Protestantism, the Puritans of New England,
in 1703, by decrees of their assembly set a premium of £40 on


	↑ In the year 1866 more than a million Hindus died of hunger in the province of Orissa alone. Nevertheless, the attempt was made to enrich the Indian treasury by the price at which the necessaries of life were sold to the starving people.
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