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him believe so at least. Galeottus gives this
reason because the form of health is contained
in the physician's mind, and as Galen holds
confidence and hope to be more good than
physic, he cures most in whom most are
confident'; and he quotes Paracelsus to the
effect that Hippocrates was so fortunate in
his cures not from any extraordinary skill,
but because 'the common people had a most
strong conceit of his worth.'

Faith is indeed one of the miracles of human
nature which science is as ready to accept
as it is to study its marvellous effects. When
we realise what a vast asset it has been in
history, the part which it has played in the
healing art seems insignificant, and yet there
is no department of knowledge more favourable
to an impartial study of its effects; and this
brings me to my subject—the faith that heals.

Apart from the more specific methods to
be dealt with faith has always been an essential
factor in the practice of medicine, as illustrated
by the quotations just given from Burton.
Literature is full of examples of remarkable
cures through the influence of the imagination,
which is only an active phase of faith. The
late Daniel Hack Tuke's book, 'The Influence
of the Mind on the Body,' is a storehouse of
facts dealing with the subject. 'While in
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