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general use for centuries, one good result of the
recent development of mental healing has been
to call attention to its great value as a measure
to be carefully and scientifically applied in
suitable cases. My experience has been that
of the unconscious rather than the deliberate
faith healer. Phenomenal, even what could
be called miraculous, cures are not very
uncommon. Like others, I have had cases
any one of which, under suitable conditions,
could have been worthy of a shrine or made
the germ of a pilgrimage. For more than ten
years a girl lay paralysed in a New Jersey
town. A devoted mother and loving sisters
had worn out lives in her service. She had
never been out of bed unless when lifted by
one of her physicians, Dr. Longstreth and Dr.
Shippen. The new surroundings of a hospital,
the positive assurance that she could get well
with a few simple measures sufficed, and
within a fortnight she walked round the
hospital square. This is a type of modern
miracle that makes one appreciate how readily
well-meaning people may be deceived as to
the true nature of the cure effected at the
shrine of a saint. Who could deny the miracle?
And miracle it was, but not brought about
by any supernatural means.'[1]

	↑ British Medical Journal, June 18, 1910.
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