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INTRODUCTION
xv


alveus, fons indeficiens et refugium sufficientissimum. In view of such statements, Huss affirms that the doctors treated the Roman pontiff as a fourth person in divine things and placed him on an equality with the Holy Spirit.[1]
In the course of his discussion on the papal office, Huss presents the following views:

The rock upon which the church is built, Matt. 16:18, is Christ and not Peter.[2] The Apostles called Christ the foundation. To Christ, not to Peter, did the patriarchs look forward; and the early Christians did not base their faith on the Apostle.

The Roman pontiff shares authority with other bishops of the church, as Peter shared authority with the other Apostles. Christ did not give the care of all the sheep to Peter even as he did not exclusively give him the power to preach and administer the sacraments.[3]
The word pope is not a Scriptural word and in the early history of the church there were a number of popes.[4] Originally all bishops were called popes, and these were equally the immediate vicars of Christ.

The pope is not infallible. In matters of faith popes may err and have erred—falli et fallere possunt. They may be led astray by avarice or be deceived by ignorance.[5]

The pope may also be a heretic and, as a matter of fact, before the fifteenth century there had been both wicked men and heretics on the papal chair. Here Huss drew for
 


	↑ Especially chap. XIII. See ad Palecz, ad Stanisl., and ad octo doctt., Mon., 1: 320 sq., 326, 350, 353, 385, etc.; Ponat doctor papam omnino sufficiens refugium omnibus filiis ecclesiæ sicut est Spiritus s. et dicam quod posuit quartam personam in divinis, 1: 354.

	↑ Pp. 59 sq., etc., especially chap. IX. This formed the subject of the ninth charge made against Huss at Constance. In his Super IV. Sent., Huss did not refer to the famous passage, Matt. 16:18. Comp. p. 559.

	↑ * Comp. ad Palecz, etc., Mon., 1: 320, 353, 356, etc.

	↑ Plures papæ, ad Palecs, Mon., 1: 326, 342. Pope means father and was first limited to the Roman pontiff by order of Gregory VII.

	↑ Pp. 61, 66, 71. See also Mon., 1: 227, 233, 343, 359, etc.; Doc., 58, etc.
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