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B.C. 45, ÆT. 61
number of connexions who are in a similarly hard case.
Though I think you believe that I am not doing this without
good reason, and am not influenced by a frivolous and
selfish motive in preferring this request, yet I would have you
believe my definite assertion, that I owe a very great deal to
this municipality, and that there has been no time either of
my prosperity or adversity in which its zeal for my service
has not been displayed in a remarkable manner. Wherefore
again and again, in the name of our close union and of your
unbroken and eminent affection for me, I ask and implore
this of you with no common earnestness. Since you
understand that the fortunes of a town are involved, which
is very closely connected with me by ties of relationship,
interchange of services and affection, do, if we obtain from
Cæsar what we hope, allow us to consider that we have obtained
it by your kindness. But if we do not, instead of
that allow us to consider that at least you have done your
best to enable us to obtain it. By doing this you will not
only have greatly obliged me, but by a signal service you
will have bound to yourself and your family men of the
highest character, a number of the most honourable as well
as the most grateful people, eminently worthy of being connected
with you.





DCLXXII (F XIII, 8)

TO MARCUS RUTILIUS (IN ETRURIA)

Rome (Autumn)



As I was conscious of how much I valued you, and had had
practical proof of your kind feeling towards me, I did not
hesitate to make a request to you which it was incumbent
upon me to make. How much I value P. Sestius I know
in my own heart; how much I am bound to value him is
known both to you and all the world. Having learnt from
others that you were very much attached to me, he asked
me to write in very explicit terms to you about the affair of
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