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use for one word at a time; and, if the most obvious
use strikes him first, he is incapable of making any
transfer of it. So he says to Lieutenant Vernon, "Of
course you can pass your examination: what I want to
know is, can you go through it?"

Every language invites this trick of the pun. The
Greeks and Romans relished it, but the instances would
involve explanations too tedious for popular reading.
Perhaps a few may be ventured from the French, who
are as delicate in this as in the manufacture of a Sêvres
cup or a pattern of tapestry.

Henry IV., at the surrender of Chartres, received a
deputation at the gates. The spokesman said, "Sire,
the city submits to your Majesty as much by divine as
by Roman law." He replied, "You may as well add,
by canon law, too."

Louis XIV., during a critical aspect of his affairs,
said in council, "Nous maintiendrons la couronne de la
France." His dauphin merely remarked, "Maintenons
la" (Madame de Maintenon l'a).

When complaint was made in Paris that the first
Napoleon was too young to assume command of an
Italian campaign against Austria, he said, "They may
let me alone: in six months j'aurai Milan" (j'aurai
mille ans).

But the late M. Jules Janin made the cleverest pun.
It was at a time when the Parisian authorities were
macadamizing some of the streets that he was unsuccessfully
proposed for membership of the famous Académie.
Some one condoling with him for his failure, he
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