
	
		
		
		
			
				
					
					
    



					
		
				
					

					Home
				
			
	
				
					

					Random
				
			


		
				
					

					Log in
				
			


		
				
					

					Settings
				
			


		
				
					

					Donate
				
			


		
				
					
					About Wikisource
				
			
	
				
					
					Disclaimers
				
			





					
				
				
					
						[image: Wikisource]


						
					
				

					
				
					
					
				

				
	    
Search
	


		
					
				
			

		
		
			
			

			

			
			
				
					Page:Wit, humor, and Shakspeare. Twelve essays (IA cu31924013161223).pdf/31

					

				

						
								Previous page
							
	
								Next page
							
	
								Page
							
	
								Discussion
							
	
								Image
							
	
								Index
							


				
		
				
				    
Language
				
		
	
				
				    
Watch
				
		
	
				
				    
Edit
				
		




				

			

			
				This page needs to be proofread.
replied that he meant to throw himself into the streets.
"But how so, Monsieur?" "Parceque, dans ce cas, on
tout de suite m'acadamiserait."

Punning approaches the character of wit when the
identity of sound not only covers two ideas, but also
hides an allusion to still another. When Douglass Jerrold
by a quick motion accidentally threw himself backward
into the water, and was carried into a tavern, he
said to the servant, "I suppose these accidents happen
frequently off here." "Oh, yes, sir, frequently; but it's
not the season yet." "Ah! I suppose it's all owing to
a backward spring." "That's it, sir." The play recalls
the manner of his ducking, and also involves the servant's
idea, as if it depended upon the time of the year.
This is witty, because it effects a temporary junction of
very opposite ideas, apart from the pun which gives the
opportunity.

Let a case in illustration be invented. Suppose a
man hears that in the Quissama tribe of Angola any
one who cannot pay his debts is at once killed and
eaten. He improves this curious fact to say, "That
would be a pretty effective way of collecting a debt, if
debtors did not always disagree with creditors." This
leads us to consider that wit takes place when two or
more very distinct objects or perceptions are brought
arbitrarily under the sway of one idea which for a moment
appears to embrace them. Punning is a constraint
of two different ideas to be expressed by one word. Wit
is the constraint of different objects to be expressed by
one idea. Wit depends for its effect upon ideas alone;
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