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and it is reached whenever the mind suddenly forces an
idea that is suggested to it to appear, for a moment, like
something that belongs to another idea. The latter
really resembles the first idea in no point at all: they
ought to be kept asunder for want of a natural and
organic connection. Yet they are compelled to seem to
have this; and, though the illusion can last but for a
moment, that is time enough to surprise and delight us
with the mental stratagem. Perhaps the second idea, so
far from having any natural relation with the first, is
violently opposed to it in every sensible way, so that
nobody can pretend a possibility that they should
communicate. The mind contrives this momentary
rendezvous; and a lightning-flash betrays these two
heterogeneous things apparently in close communion.

But, although this is the metaphysical basis of all
wit, we must notice the distinctions in its quality, according
as it draws upon more or less of the imagination,
and is more or less interfused with good-nature.
It has a range of effects extending from a bitterness
which may be ferocious through a cold cynicism, a clear,
calm light of the understanding, into moods that are
colored by fancy and warmed into geniality by a human
heart; and then it becomes a favorite ally of humor to
promote its intention of tolerating all our infirmities.
Douglas Jerrold gives us examples of the caustic kind;
Tom Hood, of its jollity; Charles Lamb, of its clearness;
Richter, Sydney Smith, Shakspeare, of its broad
humanity.

Some one asked Heine, "Have you read B.'s new
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