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	halla of Women, where Portia, Imogen, and Cordelia

have long languished for her company.

If irony does not forget good nature in its indignation
at discovered shams, it can impart the exhilaration
of wit. In a late novel, entitled the "Maid of Sker,"
there is a fishmonger who says that, "when the eyes of
a fish begin to fail him through long retirement from
the water," he has means of setting up their aspect;
"and I called" my patrons "generous gentlemen and
Christian-minded ladies every time they wanted to
smell my fish, which is not right before payment.
What right has another man to disparage the property
of another? When you have bought him, he is your
own; but, when he is put in the scales, remember
'nothing but good of the dead,' if you remember any
thing."

This recalls Hamlet's irony, when he said that he
knew Polonius excellent well,—he was a fishmonger!
"Not I, my lord." "Then I would you were so honest
a man." Poor, stale Polonius! He was not as fresh
as the fish which Shakspeare used to scent at Billingsgate,
and knavery in the wind besides.

The cynicism of irony can be illustrated by the character
of Jaques in "As You Like It," as the character
of Apemantus in "Timon of Athens" will serve to
show us a cynicism that has grown so ferocious as
almost to beat irony from the field.
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