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for he has indeed been "notoriously abused." There is
no relenting in such a man on account of the fun, for
that is a crime in the eyes of a Puritan, to be punished
for God's sake. His temper acquires sombreness from
his belief that total depravity is a good doctrine if you
can only live up to it. But when this crime of fun is
perpetrated against the anointed self-esteem of the Puritan
himself, it is plain he will be revenged on the whole
pack of them unless they proceed to make a sop of
deference to touch his hurt with, and a pipe out of his
own egotism for sounding a truce.

Shakspeare delighted to mark the transition of a virtue
to a vice; that elusive moment, as of a point of passage
from one species to another, discovered and put into a
flash from the light of humor. Malvolio's grave and
self-respecting temperament is an excellence. No decent
man thinks meanly of himself, and the indecent ones
cannot afford the disparagement. The pretence of it is
a warning to us to expect mischief, a notice put up,
"This is a private way; dangerous passing." Whatever
gift a man has becomes a divine permission for
self-consideration. Modesty is the humanity of a great
mind, a vapor which the sun instinctively gathers to
make itself tolerable. For instance, the profits of the
Globe and Curtain Theatres helped Shakspeare to his
orchards and house in Stratford, but his poverty in the
matter of conceit furnished and made the New Place
habitable. The neighbor gossips did not have his
"greatness thrust upon them." Precisely because he
was virtuous there were cakes and ale, and his jests, no
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