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doubt, were spicy in the mouth too. This man who
travailed in secret with his glorious brood had nothing
in his manner to record



"Those daily, nightly drippings in the dark

Of the heart's blood."




Macbeth, Hamlet, and Lear were not known to be in
town. These mighty shapes, silently content to wait
till a world's worship matched them, forbore to bully the
villagers. In time whole nations were mustered in, so
that his manifold greatness could be met on an equal
footing. But their gentle peer left posterity to beat the
drum for this service.

But all men pardon that occasional frankness of
egotism which is like lifting a window for clear light
to pass through, so that we recognize that a commander
is in the street.

Now, Malvolio's sobriety, his contempt for guzzling
and roaring of catches, his measured deportment, his
nice and cleanly ways are commendable results of his
self-opinion, and cannot yield any advantage to low fellows
for roughing him until the decent pace of his
austerity becomes a strut. One of the characters in a
late novel says, "When I see people strut enough to be
cut up into bantam-cocks, I stand dormant with wonder,
and says no more." This tendency of Nature to a peacock
is discovered in the very act, at the moment of production,
by this lens of a smile with which we arm our
eye. Malvolio is like the fanatical England of the Commonwealth,
which was flouted and dishonored by the
Aguecheeks and Belches of King Charles II., those
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