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146 THE HISTORY OF KASHMIR

and about 1788 Gulab Singh was born. ‘ In 1807,
when Ranjit Singh’s troops were attacking Jammu,
Gulab Singh so distinguished himself that he gained
the favour of Ranjit Singh. He took service
under the Sikh ruler, and with the assistance of his
brother, Ranjit Singh’s Dewan, acquired such
influence that when the principality of Jammu had
been annexed by the Sikhs, Ranjit Singh in 1818
conferred it upon Gulab Singh, with the title of
Raja. The brother, Dhyan Singh, was likewise
made Raja of Punch, and the third brother, Raja
of Ramnager.

In the course of the next 15 years the three
brothers subdued all the neighbouring principalities,
and Gulab Singh’s troops under Zorawar Singh
had conquered Ladak and Baltistan, and even
invaded Tibet, though there Zorawar Singh him-
self was killed and his army annihilated.

Thus when Ranjit Singh died in 1889 Gulab
Singh, though still feudatory to the Sikh Govern-
ment, had established his authority in Jammu and
neighbouring principalities, and in Ladak and
Baltistan, and he had a commanding influence in
Kashmir then still under a Sikh governor. The
traveller Vigne saw him in this year at Jammu,
and speaks of him as feared for his cruelty and
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