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Section
147


BREAK-UP OF SIKHS 147

tyrannical exactions—very common and, it would
almost appear, necessary characteristics of strong
rulers in those unruly times—but he remarks on
his tolerance and liberality in religious matters.
He was never a popular ruler, and the people
feared and dreaded him; but he had courage and
energy, and above all was successful.

On Ranjit Singh’s death all was once more in
the melting-pot, and for a time it looked as if
Gulab Singh would come crashing down even
faster than he had risen. His influence at the
Lahore Court was lost through the murder of his
brother. He himself was attacked by the Sikhs
and taken to Lahore. His fortunes were sinking
rapidly. Then suddenly there was a turn in the
wheel of fortune; and the man who had started
life as a courtier of Ranjit Singh, was confirmed
in the possession not only of all that he had
subsequently acquired by his own prowess, but
also of the rich and beautiful vale of Kashmir as
well, On the payment of three-quarters of a
million sterling down, and of an annual tribute of
one horse, twelve goats, and six pairs of shawls,
all this was confirmed by the strongest power in
Asia to himself and his heirs for ever. It was one
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