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STRUGGLE WITH BRITISH 149

allow a single corps to leave the capital without
their permission. He had eventually to flee, but
he was overtaken and killed, and his head brought
back in triumph to Lahore.

On Hira Singh’s death the power fell into the
hands of the brother of the infant Dhulip Singh’s
mother and her paramour, Lal Singh, a Brahmin.
They increased the pay of the soldiers, and in order
to keep them quiet turned them against Gulab
Singh at Jammu. He was brought to Lahore and
had to pay a crore (ten millions) of rupees. They
were then turned against Multan. Another son
of Ranjit Singh raised a revolt, but was suppressed
and murdered by the regnant maternal uncle of
the infant Dhulip Singh. Then this uncle was
himself murdered. The mother, with the aid of
the minister Lal Singh, and of Tej Singh, the
commander-in-chief of the army, assumed the
government and, as it is thought, with the object
of employing the army, which was a positive
danger to the throne, ordered an advance upon
British territory. In November 1845 the Sikh
army of 60,000 men with 150 guns crossed the
river Sutlej which was then our frontier, and by
the 16th of December was encamped by Ferozepore

fort held by only 10,000 British and British Indian
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