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178 PRODUCTS AND MANUFACTURES

Forests

The yield of the forests of Kashmir is also of great
value. All the northward-facing slopes are covered
with dense forests, a considerable part of which is
of the valuable deodar. This is cut into sleepers,
launched into the streams which find their way into
the Jhelum, and so allowed to float down the river
to the plains of the Punjab. Here the sleepers are
caught where the river is slow and shallow, and
sold at considerable profit to the State. The
deodar is a very handsome tree, and is a variety of
the cedar of Lebanon. It will be noticed by visitors
to the valley along the road between Uri and
Baramula, especially near Rampur. Less beautiful
and less valuable as timber is the Blue pine (Pinus
excelsa). It grows at a greater height than the
deodar, which does not flourish above 6000 feet,
and it may be seen at Gulmarg. The Himalayan
spruce (Picea morinda) is very common, and also
grows round Gulmarg, but its timber is of little
value. Birches grow high up above the pines and
next the snows; their timber is of no use, but the
bark is much employed for roofing. In the forests
are also found silver fir, horse-chestnut, and maple.
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