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180 PRODUCTS AND MANUFACTURES

1. which falls in Kashmir will be held up by the
forests till the cold weather, when it is wanted
~ for the canals which are taken off from the
_ Jhelum and Chenab rivers flowing out of Kashmjz

” territory.

Of the trees which grow in the level portions
of the valley the chenar is by far the most striking.
As it grows in Kashmir it is a king among trees,
and in its autumn foliage is one of the many
attractions which go to make Kashmir one of
the supremely beautiful spots in the world. Its
official botanical name is the Platanus orientalis,
and it is one of the varieties of the plane tree.
The chief characteristic is the massiveness of its
foliage. It grows to a considerable height and
has long outstanding branches and great girth.
One which Lawrence measured was 63 feet round
the base. And as the leaves are broad and flat,
the whole mass of foliage is immense, and so
thick that both sun and rain are practically ex-
cluded from any one sitting in its shade. Under
the chenar trees in the Residency garden one can
sit through a summer day without a hat, and
through a summer shower without getting wet.
All this mass of foliage turned purple, claret, red,
and yellow in the autumn tinting, backed against
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