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30 SCENERY AND SEASONS

cascades falling to the lake, over the smooth green
turf, over the clumps of purple iris, over the white
cherry blossom and the mauve lilac; to the still
waters of the lake; to the willows and poplars along
its edge; to the fort of Hari Parbat; and then on to
the radiant snows now glistening more brightly,
and looking more ethereal and lovely than ever
before. Spring is beautiful everywhere. Spring
is more beautiful in Kashmir than anywhere else.
And of a Kashmir spring this was the most
beautiful day of all.

Yet another attractive spot near Srinagar is
the site of the original city founded by Asoka at
Pandrathan, three miles distant on the Islamabad
road. Here at the end of a spur running down
from the mountains and jutting out to meet a
bend in the river, stands the remains of an immense
monolith lingam on the levelled edge of the spur,
eighty feet or so above the river. Immediately
beneath is a majestic bend, and one April evening
when I visited the site I looked out from the raised
plateau up two glistening reaches, bordered by
fresh green grass and overhung by graceful willows
and poplars in their newest foliage. The wheat-
fields on the opposite bank were a brilliant emerald,
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