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62 SRINAGAR AND NEIGHBOURHOOD

Some hundreds of yards farther on we pass
under an old bridge with a pointed arch of quaint
artistic design of Moghal times. Numerous grain
boats of enormous size an congregated here; and
half a mile farther the channel gradually opens out,
and at length we emerge on to the open lake itself.

The water is so still and so clear that the
reflections of the surrounding mountains are seen
as in the most polished mirror. The reflected
mountain is as sharp and distinct as the mountain
itself. The luxuriant plant growth from the
bottom and the numerous fishes are seen as in
clear air. On the far shores of the lake the stately
avenues of the Nishat and Shalimar Baghs approach
the water’s edge. Above them rise high mountain
cliffs. Graceful boats glide smoothly over the
glassy surface of the lake—some the bearers of
market produce, some occupied by fishermen, and a
few filled with holiday-makers thoroughly enjoying
the beauty of the scene, and giving expression to
the enjoyment in songs and music.

May is not the season for the lotus, so that one
additional attraction is lacking; but in July and
August, when the lotus is in full bloom, the lake
itself, though not the shores and setting, is at
perfection. The lotuses are as large as the two
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