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destined to lead, at last, if continued long enough, to a
belief in it.

But I may be asked what I have to say to all the minute
facts of history, forgotten never to be recovered, to the lost
books of the ancients, to the buried secrets.



"Full many a gem of purest ray serene

  The dark, unfathomed caves of ocean bear;

Full many a flower is born to blush unseen,

  And waste its sweetness on the desert air."




Do these things not really exist because they are hopelessly
beyond the reach of our knowledge? And then, after the
universe is dead (according to the prediction of some scientists),
and all life has ceased forever, will not the shock
of atoms continue though there will be no mind to know it?
To this I reply that, though in no possible state of knowledge
can any number be great enough to express the relation
between the amount of what rests unknown to the
amount of the known, yet it is unphilosophical to suppose
that, with regard to any given question (which has any
clear meaning), investigation would not bring forth a solution
of it, if it were carried far enough. Who would have
said, a few years ago, that we could ever know of what
substances stars are made whose light may have been longer
in reaching us than the human race has existed? Who can
be sure of what we shall not know in a few hundred years?
Who can guess what would be the result of continuing the
pursuit of science for ten thousand years, with the activity
of the last hundred? And if it were to go on for a million,
or a billion, or any number of years you please, how is it











[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Chance,_love,_and_logic_-_philosophical_essays_(IA_chancelovelogicp00peir_0).pdf/100&oldid=11099844"


				
			

			
			

		
		
		  
  	
  		 
 
  		
  				Last edited on 19 March 2021, at 16:16
  		
  		 
 
  	

  
	
			
			
	    Languages

	    
	        

	        

	        This page is not available in other languages.

	    
	
	[image: Wikisource]



				 This page was last edited on 19 March 2021, at 16:16.
	Content is available under CC BY-SA 4.0 unless otherwise noted.



				Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Terms of Use
	Desktop



			

		
			








