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possible to say that there is any question which might not
ultimately be solved?

But it may be objected, "Why make so much of these
remote considerations, especially when it is your principle
that only practical distinctions have a meaning?" Well,
I must confess that it makes very little difference whether
we say that a stone on the bottom of the ocean, in complete
darkness, is brilliant or not—that is to say, that it probably
makes no difference, remembering always that that stone
may be fished up to-morrow. But that there are gems at
the bottom of the sea, flowers in the untraveled desert, etc.,
are propositions which, like that about a diamond being
hard when it is not pressed, concern much more the arrangement
of our language than they do the meaning of our ideas.

It seems to me, however, that we have, by the application
of our rule, reached so clear an apprehension of what we
mean by reality, and of the fact which the idea rests on,
that we should not, perhaps, be making a pretension so presumptuous
as it would be singular, if we were to offer a
metaphysical theory of existence for universal acceptance
among those who employ the scientific method of fixing belief.
However, as metaphysics is a subject much more
curious than useful, the knowledge of which, like that of a
sunken reef, serves chiefly to enable us to keep clear of it,
I will not trouble the reader with any more Ontology at
this moment. I have already been led much further into
that path than I should have desired; and I have given the
reader such a dose of mathematics, psychology, and all
that is most abstruse, that I fear he may already have left
me, and that what I am now writing is for the compositor
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