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and proofreader exclusively. I trusted to the importance
of the subject. There is no royal road to logic, and really
valuable ideas can only be had at the price of close attention.
But I know that in the matter of ideas the public
prefer the cheap and nasty; and in my next paper I am
going to return to the easily intelligible, and not wander
from it again. The reader who has been at the pains of
wading through this paper, shall be rewarded in the next
one by seeing how beautifully what has been developed
in this tedious way can be applied to the ascertainment of
the rules of scientific reasoning.

We have, hitherto, not crossed the threshold of scientific
logic. It is certainly important to know how to make our
ideas clear, but they may be ever so clear without being
true. How to make them so, we have next to study. How
to give birth to those vital and procreative ideas which
multiply into a thousand forms and diffuse themselves
everywhere, advancing civilization and making the dignity
of man, is an art not yet reduced to rules, but of the secret
of which the history of science affords some hints.
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