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	eral conception of the character in question. He obtains,

for example, an idea of a leaf which includes every part
of the flower, and an idea of a vertebra which includes the
skull. I surely need not say much to show what a logical
engine there is here. It is the essence of the method of the
naturalist.[1] How he applies it first to one character, and
then to another, and finally obtains a notion of a species
of animals, the differences between whose members, however
great, are confined within limits, is a matter which does not
here concern us. The whole method of classification must
be considered later; but, at present, I only desire to point
out that it is by taking advantage of the idea of continuity,
or the passage from one form to another by insensible degrees,
that the naturalist builds his conceptions. Now, the
naturalists are the great builders of conceptions; there is
no other branch of science where so much of this work is
done as in theirs; and we must, in great measure, take them
for our teachers in this important part of logic. And it will
be found everywhere that the idea of continuity is a powerful
aid to the formation of true and fruitful conceptions.
By means of it, the greatest differences are broken down
and resolved into differences of degree, and the incessant
application of it is of the greatest value in broadening our
conceptions. I propose to make a great use of this idea in
the present series of papers; and the particular series of
important fallacies, which, arising from a neglect of it, have
desolated philosophy, must further on be closely studied.]


	↑ [Later, pp. 170 ff. and 215 ff., it is shown that continuity is also at
the basis of mathematical generalization. See also article on Synechism
in Baldwin's Dictionary of Philosophy.
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