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FIFTH PAPER

THE ORDER OF NATURE[1]


I

Any proposition whatever concerning the order of Nature
must touch more or less upon religion. In our day, belief,
even in these matters, depends more and more upon the
observation of facts. If a remarkable and universal orderliness
be found in the universe, there must be some cause
for this regularity, and science has to consider what hypotheses
might account for the phenomenon. One way of
accounting for it, certainly, would be to suppose that the
world is ordered by a superior power. But if there is
nothing in the universal subjection of phenomena to laws,
nor in the character of those laws themselves (as being
benevolent, beautiful, economical, etc.), which goes to prove
the existence of a governor of the universe, it is hardly to
be anticipated that any other sort of evidence will be found
to weigh very much with minds emancipated from the tyranny
of tradition.

Nevertheless, it cannot truly be said that even an absolutely
negative decision of that question could altogether
destroy religion, inasmuch as there are faiths in which,
however much they differ from our own, we recognize those
essential characters which make them worthy to be called
religions, and which, nevertheless, do not postulate an


	↑ Popular Science Monthly, June, 1878.
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