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actually existing Deity. That one, for instance, which has
had the most numerous and by no means the least intelligent
following of any on earth, teaches that the Divinity in his
highest perfection is wrapped away from the world in a
state of profound and eternal sleep, which really does not
differ from non-existence, whether it be called by that name
or not. No candid mind who has followed the writings of
M. Vacherot can well deny that his religion is as earnest
as can be. He worships the Perfect, the Supreme Ideal;
but he conceives that the very notion of the Ideal is repugnant
to its real existence.[1] In fact, M. Vacherot finds
it agreeable to his reason to assert that non-existence
is an essential character of the perfect, just as St.
Anselm and Descartes found it agreeable to theirs to assert
the extreme opposite. I confess that there is one respect in
which either of these positions seems to me more congruous
with the religious attitude than that of a theology which
stands upon evidences; for as soon as the Deity presents
himself to either Anselm or Vacherot, and manifests his
glorious attributes, whether it be in a vision of the night
or day, either of them recognizes his adorable God, and
sinks upon his knees at once; whereas the theologian of
evidences will first demand that the divine apparition shall
identify himself, and only after having scrutinized his credentials
and weighed the probabilities of his being found
among the totality of existences, will he finally render his
circumspect homage, thinking that no characters can be
adorable but those which belong to a real thing.

If we could find out any general characteristic of the]


	↑ [See Santayana, Reason in Religion.
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