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ciple of Nature, even if it were in other respects satisfactory,
presents the fatal disadvantage of leaving us quite as much
afloat as before in regard to the proper method of induction.
It does not surprise me, therefore, that those who
adopt this theory have given erroneous rules for the conduct
of reasoning, nor that the greater number of examples
put forward by Mr. Mill in his first edition, as models of
what inductions should be, proved in the light of further
scientific progress so particularly unfortunate that they had
to be replaced by others in later editions. One would have
supposed that Mr. Mill might have based an induction on
this circumstance, especially as it is his avowed principle
that, if the conclusion of an induction turns out false, it
cannot have been a good induction. Nevertheless, neither
he nor any of his scholars seem to have been led to suspect,
in the least, the perfect solidity of the framework which he
devised for securely supporting the mind in its passage
from the known to the unknown, although at its first trial
it did not answer quite so well as had been expected.



IV

When we have drawn any statistical induction—such,
for instance, as that one-half of all births are of male children—it
is always possible to discover, by investigation
sufficiently prolonged, a class of which the same predicate
may be affirmed universally; to find out, for instance, what sort of births are of male children. The truth of this principle
follows immediately from the theorem that there is a
character peculiar to every possible group of objects. The
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