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form in which the principle is usually stated is, that every event must have a cause.

But, though there exists a cause for every event, and
that of a kind which is capable of being discovered, yet if
there be nothing to guide us to the discovery; if we have
to hunt among all the events in the world without any
scent; if, for instance, the sex of a child might equally be
supposed to depend on the configuration of the planets, on
what was going on at the antipodes, or on anything else—then
the discovery would have no chance of ever getting
made.

That we ever do discover the precise causes of things,
that any induction whatever is absolutely without exception,
is what we have no right to assume. On the contrary,
it is an easy corollary, from the theorem just referred to,
that every empirical rule has an exception.[1] But there are
certain of our inductions which present an approach to
universality so extraordinary that, even if we are to suppose
that they are not strictly universal truths, we cannot
possibly think that they have been reached merely by
accident. The most remarkable laws of this kind are those
of time and space. With reference to space, Bishop
Berkeley first showed, in a very conclusive manner, that
it was not a thing seen, but a thing inferred. Berkeley
chiefly insists on the impossibility of directly seeing the
third dimension of space, since the retina of the eye is a
surface. But, in point of fact, the retina is not even a
surface; it is a conglomeration of nerve-needles directed


	↑ [Note that this corollary is itself a theoretical inference and not an
empirical rule.]
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