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having a tendency to retain certain characters unaltered,
this tendency, however, not being absolute but giving room
for chance variations, then, if the amount of variation is
absolutely limited in certain directions by the destruction
of everything which reaches those limits, there will be a
gradual tendency to change in directions of departure
from them. Thus, if a million players sit down to bet at
an even game, since one after another will get ruined, the
average wealth of those who remain will perpetually increase.
Here is indubitably a genuine formula of possible
evolution, whether its operation accounts for much or little
in the development of animal and vegetable species.

The Lamarckian theory also supposes that the development
of species has taken place by a long series of insensible
changes, but it supposes that those changes have
taken place during the lives of the individuals, in consequence
of effort and exercise, and that reproduction plays
no part in the process except in preserving these modifications.
Thus, the Lamarckian theory only explains the
development of characters for which individuals strive, while
the Darwinian theory only explains the production of characters
really beneficial to the race, though these may be
fatal to individuals.[1] But more broadly and philosophically
conceived, Darwinian evolution is evolution by the operation
of chance, and the destruction of bad results, while
Lamarckian evolution is evolution by the effect of habit
and effort.

A third theory of evolution is that of Mr. Clarence King.


	↑ The neo-Darwinian, Weismann, has shown that mortality would
almost necessarily result from the action of the Darwinian principle.
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