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experience, experience indefinitely extended will enable us
to detect them, so as to predict rightly, at last, what its
ultimate value may be, if it have any ultimate value, or
what the ultimate law of succession of values may be, if
there be any such ultimate law, or that it ultimately fluctuates
irregularly within certain limits, if it do so ultimately
fluctuate. Now our inference, claiming to be no more than
thus experiential and provisional, manifestly involves no
postulate whatever.

For what is a postulate? It is the formulation of a material
fact which we are not entitled to assume as a premise,
but the truth of which is requisite to the validity of an
inference. Any fact, then, which might be supposed postulated,
must either be such that it would ultimately present
itself in experience, or not. If it will present itself, we
need not postulate it now in our provisional inference, since
we shall ultimately be entitled to use it as a premise. But
if it never would present itself in experience, our conclusion
is valid but for the possibility of this fact being otherwise
than assumed, that is, it is valid as far as possible experience
goes, and that is all that we claim. Thus, every
postulate is cut off, either by the provisionality or by the
experientiality of our inference. For instance, it has been
said that induction postulates that, if an indefinite succession
of samples be drawn, examined, and thrown back each
before the next is drawn, then in the long run every grain
will be drawn as often as any other, that is to say, postulates
that the ratio of the numbers of times in which any two
are drawn will indefinitely approximate to unity. But no
such postulate is made; for if, on the one hand, we are to











[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Chance,_love,_and_logic_-_philosophical_essays_(IA_chancelovelogicp00peir_0).pdf/227&oldid=11100061"


				
			

			
			

		
		
		  
  	
  		 
 
  		
  				Last edited on 19 March 2021, at 16:37
  		
  		 
 
  	

  
	
			
			
	    Languages

	    
	        

	        

	        This page is not available in other languages.

	    
	
	[image: Wikisource]



				 This page was last edited on 19 March 2021, at 16:37.
	Content is available under CC BY-SA 4.0 unless otherwise noted.



				Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Terms of Use
	Desktop



			

		
			








