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have no other experience of the wheat than from such
drawings, it is the ratio that presents itself in those drawings
and not the ratio which belongs to the wheat in its latent
existence that we are endeavoring to determine; while if,
on the other hand, there is some other mode by which the
wheat is to come under our knowledge, equivalent to another
kind of sampling, so that after all our care in stirring
up the wheat, some experiential grains will present themselves
in the first sampling operation more often than others
in the long run, this very singular fact will be sure to get
discovered by the inductive method, which must avail itself
of every sort of experience; and our inference, which was
only provisional, corrects itself at last. Again, it has been
said, that induction postulates that under like circumstances
like events will happen, and that this postulate is at bottom
the same as the principle of universal causation. But this
is a blunder, or bevue, due to thinking exclusively of inductions
where the concluded ratio is either 1 or 0. If
any such proposition were postulated, it would be that
under like circumstances (the circumstances of drawing the
different samples) different events occur in the same proportions
in all the different sets,—a proposition which is
false and even absurd. But in truth no such thing is postulated,
the experiential character of the inference reducing
the condition of validity to this, that if a certain result does
not occur, the opposite result will be manifested, a condition
assured by the provisionality of the inference. But it may
be asked whether it is not conceivable that every instance
of a certain class destined to be ever employed as a datum
of induction should have one character, while every instance
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