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destined not to be so employed should have the opposite
character. The answer is that in that case, the instances
excluded from being subjects of reasoning would not be
experienced in the full sense of the word, but would be
among these latent individuals of which our conclusion does
not pretend to speak.

To this account of the rationale of induction I know of
but one objection worth mention: it is that I thus fail to
deduce the full degree of force which this mode of inference
in fact possesses; that according to my view, no matter
how thorough and elaborate the stirring and mixing process
had been, the examination of a single handful of grain
would not give me any assurance, sufficient to risk money
upon that the next handful would not greatly modify the
concluded value of the ratio under inquiry, while, in fact,
the assurance would be very high that this ratio was not
greatly in error. If the true ratio of grains of quality A
were 0.80 and the handful contained a thousand grains,
nine such handfuls out of every ten would contain from
780 to 820 grains of quality A. The answer to this is that
the calculation given is correct when we know that the units
of this handful and the quality inquired into have the normal
independence of one another, if for instance the stirring
has been complete and the character sampled for has been
settled upon in advance of the examination of the sample.
But in so far as these conditions are not known to be complied
with, the above figures cease to be applicable. Random
sampling and predesignation of the character sampled
for should always be striven after in inductive reasoning,
but when they cannot be attained, so long as it is conducted
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