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forms shown by paleontology, the history of the globe as
set forth in geology, of what the astronomer is able to
make out concerning the changes of stellar systems.
Everywhere the main fact is growth and increasing complexity.
Death and corruption are mere accidents or secondary
phenomena. Among some of the lower organisms, it
is a moot point with biologists whether there be anything
which ought to be called death. Races, at any rate, do not
die out except under unfavorable circumstances. From
these broad and ubiquitous facts we may fairly infer, by
the most unexceptionable logic, that there is probably in
nature some agency by which the complexity and diversity
of things can be increased; and that consequently the
rule of mechanical necessity meets in some way with
interference.

(2) By thus admitting pure spontaneity or life as a character
of the universe, acting always and everywhere though
restrained within narrow bounds by law, producing infinitesimal
departures from law continually, and great ones
with infinite infrequency, I account for all the variety and
diversity of the universe, in the only sense in which the
really sui generis and new can be said to be accounted for.
The ordinary view has to admit the inexhaustible multitudinous
variety of the world, has to admit that its mechanical
law cannot account for this in the least, that
variety can spring only from spontaneity, and yet denies
without any evidence or reason the existence of this spontaneity,
or else shoves it back to the beginning of time and
supposes it dead ever since. The superior logic of my view
appears to me not easily controverted.
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