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(3) When I ask the necessitarian how he would explain
the diversity and irregularity of the universe, he replies to
me out of the treasury of his wisdom that irregularity is
something which from the nature of things we must not
seek to explain. Abashed at this, I seek to cover my confusion
by asking how he would explain the uniformity and
regularity of the universe, whereupon he tells me that the
laws of nature are immutable and ultimate facts, and no
account is to be given of them. But my hypothesis of
spontaneity does explain irregularity, in a certain sense;
that is, it explains the general fact of irregularity, though
not, of course, what each lawless event is to be. At the
same time, by thus loosening the bond of necessity, it gives
room for the influence of another kind of causation, such
as seems to be operative in the mind in the formation of
associations, and enables us to understand how the uniformity
of nature could have been brought about. That
single events should be hard and unintelligible, logic will
permit without difficulty: we do not expect to make the
shock of a personally experienced earthquake appear natural
and reasonable by any amount of cogitation. But logic
does expect things general to be understandable. To say
that there is a universal law, and that it is a hard, ultimate,
unintelligible fact, the why and wherefore of which can
never be inquired into, at this a sound logic will revolt;
and will pass over at once to a method of philosophizing
which does not thus barricade the road of discovery.

(4) Necessitarianism cannot logically stop short of making
the whole action of the mind a part of the physical
universe. Our notion that we decide what we are going to
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