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				This page needs to be proofread.
insupportable to him, pray let him skip three paragraphs
rather than that we should part company here.

A path is a line whose beginning and end are distinguished.
Two paths are considered to be equivalent, which,
beginning at the same point, lead to the same point. Thus
the two paths, A B C D E and A F G H E (Fig. 3), are
equivalent. Paths which do not begin at the same point are
considered to be equivalent, provided that, on moving either
of them without turning it, but keeping it always parallel to
its original position, [so that] when its beginning coincides
with that of the other path, the ends also coincide. Paths are
considered as geometrically added together, when one begins
where the other ends; thus the path A E is conceived to
be a sum of A B, B C, C D, and D E. In the parallelogram
of Fig. 4 the diagonal A C is the sum of A B and B C;
or, since A D is geometrically equivalent to B C, A C is
the geometrical sum of A B and A D.
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Fig. 3
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Fig. 4

All this is purely conventional. It simply amounts to
this: that we choose to call paths having the relations I
have described equal or added. But, though it is a convention,
it is a convention with a good reason. The rule
for geometrical addition may be applied not only to paths,
but to any other things which can be represented by paths.
Now, as a path is determined by the varying direction and
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