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and I acquiesce in the decrees of Fate in this instance,
and have not the least regret at not having preceded
her."

Heine also can be pleasantly mischievous. When he
was about to travel from Lyons to Paris in the old days
of diligences, a friend commissioned him to carry one of
the colossal Lyons sausages to a homœopathic doctor in
the capital. But Heine and his wife were so frequently
hungry, and had trespassed so often upon the length of
the sausage, that a very small end remained on their
arrival. Heine thereupon shaved off a transparent slice
with a razor, and enclosed it in the following letter to
the doctor: "My dear Sir,— Your researches have
helped to establish the fact that millionths produce the
greatest effects. Pray receive herewith the millionth
part of a Lyons sausage, which your friend consigned to
you. In case your theory be true, it will have the effect
of the whole sausage upon you."

Irony employs wit to feather its purport. A Frenchman
said of a man who never really did make a witty
remark: "How full of wit that man must be! he never
lets any escape." That, when translated, is improved
because the English word any can refer at once to no
wit and to no person's escaping the effect of wit. Thus
the irony is increased.

One of the most characteristic and important specimens
of irony is Thackeray's "Philip," a story of a
villanous doctor who deceives a woman with a mock
marriage, deserts her, and marries a lady with expectations,
who has a son Philip and dies. But the traitor is











[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Wit,_humor,_and_Shakspeare._Twelve_essays_(IA_cu31924013161223).pdf/59&oldid=11073652"


				
			

			
			

		
		
		  
  	
  		 
 
  		
  				Last edited on 17 March 2021, at 08:15
  		
  		 
 
  	

  
	
			
			
	    Languages

	    
	        

	        

	        This page is not available in other languages.

	    
	
	[image: Wikisource]



				 This page was last edited on 17 March 2021, at 08:15.
	Content is available under CC BY-SA 4.0 unless otherwise noted.



				Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Terms of Use
	Desktop



			

		
			








